Revelation 4:1

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in Heaven.
And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said,
“Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”

After This I Looked
· Greek: Meta Tauta Eidon
· Meta – “after” or “among”
· Tauta – “this” or “these” and used throughout the NT as such
· Eidon – literally “to see” or “perceive”
· Metaphorically “to understand” (example – I see why you think that way)
· Eidon could indicate that John not only “saw” what he describes, but also that he understood it fully
· After what?
· Revelation 1:9-20
· Verse 19 - Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now, and what will take place later
· This verse divides the Book of Revelation into Three Divisions
· What you have seen: the past
· What is now: the present
· What will take place later: the future
· What you have seen – the past
· In Revelation 1:19, Jesus first commands John to write what he has seen
· This is a command for him to testify to something he already witnessed
· Some argue that this is Jesus’ command to John to write his Gospel, or perhaps even his letters in 1 John, 2 John and 3 John, but most scholars agree that the Gospel of John and his epistles were written during his time in Ephesus, before his exile on the Isle of Patmos
· Most scholars believe that this is Jesus’ instruction to John to testify to his vision of Jesus, here on Patmos. Meaning, this is Jesus’ instruction to write Revelation, Chapter 1.
· What is now – the present
· In Revelation 1:19, Jesus then commands John to write about “what is now”, to testify to something happening right now
· Revelation 1:11, Jesus tells John to write what he sees and send it to the seven Churches
· John, when hearing this command, turns around sees Jesus and passes out
· Jesus wakes him, comforts him, and tells him again his instructions to write
· Theologians and scholars generally agree that this is Jesus’ instruction to John to write the letters to the seven Churches, in Jesus’ words, found in Chapters 2 and 3
· “What will take place later” – the future
· John is commanded to write what he was about to see, visions of the future and God’s plan for humanity
· This is the prophecy of the end times, beginning in Chapter 4 and continuing to the end of the Book of Revelation, the final words of The Bible
· Chapter 4, verse 1 signals the beginning of a new section of the Book of Revelation, where the events of the future are revealed to us

The Seven Dispensations

· What is Dispensational Theology (Dispensationalism)
· This is the study of the distinct periods in the Bible through which God progressively unfolds His plan for humanity
· Each of these periods is known as a “dispensation” – think “era”
· Most dispensational theologists identify seven distinct dispensations, whereas a small minority may identify more or fewer dispensations
· How are dispensations identified?
· Each dispensation is broken down into periods that share the same:
· Responsibility given to mankind
· Tests of obedience and faith
· Failures in obedience
· Final act of Divine Judgment or Grace
· Number One: The Dispensation of Innocence
· Books of the Bible (roughly)
· Genesis 1-3
· Begins With
· Creation
· The Purity of All Creation (Sinless)
· Fellowship Between God and Mankind (Direct Communion With God)
· Responsibilities Given
· Be Fruitful and Multiply (Fill the Earth with People)
· Subdue the Earth
· Have Dominion Over the Animals
· Care for the Garden (World)
· Do Not Eat of the Fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
· Tests of Obedience
· Satan Tempts Eve to Eat of the Fruit
· Eve Tempts Adam to Eat of the Fruit
· Failures in Obedience
· Adam and Eve Disobey and Eat of the Fruit
· Final Acts of Judgment or Grace
· Judgment: Expelled From the Garden of Eden
· Judgment: Spiritual and Physical Death
· Grace: Mankind Spared of Destruction
· Ends With
· The Fall of Man
· The Existence of Sin
· Expelled From the Garden
· Number Two: Dispensation of Conscience
· Books of the Bible (roughly)
· Genesis 4-9
· Begins With
· Mankind Enters a Sinful and Flawed World
· Left to Their Own Conscience (No Communion with God)
· Responsibilities Given
· None: Follow Free Will in a World of Sin
· Tests of Obedience
· The Human Conscience, Free Will (Moral Law)
· Failures in Obedience
· Mankind Falls Prey to Sin, Violence and Wickedness
· Final Acts of Judgment or Grace
· Judgment: Mankind Destroyed in the Flood
· Grace: Only Righteous Man (Noah) and His Family Spared
· Ends With
· The Flood
· The Death of Mankind (Except Noah and Family)
· Number Three: Dispensation of Human Government
· Books of the Bible (roughly)
· Genesis 9-11
· Begins With
· Noah and His Family Survive the Flood
· Responsibilities Given
· Be Fruitful and Multiply (Fill the Earth with People)
· Hold People Accountable for Crimes (Accountable to Society)
· Tests of Obedience
· Pride and Inherent Sinfulness
· Failures in Obedience
· Tower of Babel
· Sinful Pride and Claimed Self-Sufficiency
· Reject God’s Command to Fill the Earth
· Final Acts of Judgment or Grace
· Judgment: Mankind Divided (Languages, Cultures, Countries)
· Ends With
· Mankind Scattered, New Countries, Cultures and Beliefs Form
· Number Four: Dispensation of Promise
· Books of the Bible (roughly)
· Genesis 12 – Exodus 19
· Begins With
· People are Scattered Across the Earth
· Varied Languages, Cultures, Countries, Beliefs, Religions
· Abraham is Called by God
· Responsibilities Given
· God’s Chosen to Follow God’s Commands in Faith
· Tests of Obedience
· Patience (God’s Promises Happen, in His Time)
· Failures in Obedience
· Doubt, Impatience and Disobeying Gods Commands
· Final Acts of Judgment or Grace
· Judgment: Israel Exiled to Egypt
· Grace: God Forms Nation of Israel, as Promised
· Ends With
· Israel in Bondage in Egypt
· Number Five: Dispensation of Law
· Books of the Bible (roughly)
· Exodus 20 – Acts 1
· Begins With
· The Giving of the Mosaic Law
· Responsibilities Given
· Obey the Laws of God
· Tests of Obedience
· Living in a Sinful Word
· Failures in Obedience
· Do Not Obey All God’s Laws
· Final Acts of Judgment or Grace
· Judgment: Repeated Captivities and Exiles
· Grace: God Gave His Only Son to Die For Us
· Ends With
· The Death and Resurrection of Christ
· Number Six: The Dispensation of Grace, “The Church Age”
· WE CURRENTLY LIVE IN THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE
· Books of the Bible (roughly)
· Acts 2 – Revelation 3
· Begins With
· The New Covenant Through Christ’s Blood
· The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit
· Responsibilities Given
· Receive Salvation by Grace Through Faith
· Spread the Gospel
· Tests of Obedience
· Tests of Faith
· Failures in Obedience
· Sin, Loss of Faith
· Final Acts of Judgment or Grace
· Judgment: The Great Tribulation
· Grace: The Rapture of the Church
· Ends With
· The Rapture of the Church
· Number Seven: The Dispensation of the Millennial Kingdom
· Books of the Bible (roughly)
· Revelation 20-22
· Begins With
· The End of Tribulation
· Responsibilities Given
· Live in a World Where Christ Reigns
· Tests of Obedience
· The Final Rebellion
· Failures in Obedience
· Temptation at the Final Rebellion
· Final Acts of Judgment or Grace
· Final Judgment
· Eternal Salvation
· Ends With
· The Creation of a New Heaven and a New Earth

The Rapture of the Church

· The word “Rapture” does not occur anywhere in the Bible. It is a term created by us to identify an event that is revealed in Scripture
· Comes from the Latin word, “Rapio”, meaning “to be snatched away” or “to be carried away”
· 1 Corinthians 15:35-58
· Verse 51: Paul reveals a mystery - not all will die, but all will be changed. Paul reveals the Rapture of the Church
· Verse 52: Instantaneously, at the last trumpet
· The dead will be raised first
· Those who still live will be changed
· 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
· Paul explains here that, at some time in the future, Jesus will call all His followers to Him
· First, those who died in faith to Him
· Second, those who still live and have faith in Him
· Verse 17: What we call “The Rapture of the Church”
· Timing of the Rapture
· Bottom Line: we do not know when the Rapture will occur
· 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
· We will not know the day and time
· It will come like a thief in the night
· Pre-Trib Beliefs
· 1 Thessalonians 5:9 – God did not appoint us to suffer wrath
· This comes shortly after Paul’s revelation of the Rapture, so the two verses appear to be linked together
· Tribulation is the pouring out of God’s wrath on a sinful humanity
· Revelation 3:10 – Believers will be kept from the hour of trial that will fall upon the whole earth
· Not “trials”, but “the hour of trial”, a very specific reference to a specific trial, perhaps Tribulation, the greatest trial
· Revelation, Chapters 4 – 20
· The Church, a central topic in the New Testament, is never mentioned in these chapters
· Many believe that indicates the Church is no longer present on earth, having been Raptured
