Introduction to the Book of Revelation

Bible Structure
· Revelation is the last Book of the Bible
· Of the dozens of Book in both the Old and New Testaments, Revelation is the final Book
· Is this significant?
· Through the Bible (the Word of God), God gives us a clear beginning and end:
· Genesis 1:1 (The Beginning)
· In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth
· Genesis 1 & 2 tell the full story of Creation
· Revelation 22:20-21 (Conclusion)
· I am coming soon. Amen
· The entire Bible points to Christ; Jesus is revealed in every book of the Bible
· In the OT, it is through prophecy and subtle insights into the existence of Christ, and His purpose for us
· In the NT, it is the story of Christ’ time here on earth, His message for us, and it shows us that everything is fulfilled through Christ
· We don’t need any more information. God has revealed to us everything we need to know for our salvation
· The Bible is now a finished Book. The pages are complete, but the story isn’t.
· We are still living in its final chapter
· When the events of the Book of Revelation are concluded, what’s left is eternity

Title

· Revelation 1:1
· The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants what must soon take place
· It is a revelation – something will be revealed
· Greek – Apokalypsis Iesou Christou, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
· Apokalypsis - Apocalypse
· Revelation is also known as “The Book of the Apocalypse”
· Common modern definitions of “apocalypse”:
· “a great disaster”, “catastrophic destruction”, or even “the end of the world”
· As the Book of the Apocalypse reveals a series of catastrophic events that will result in the end of the world, the word “Apocalypse” in modern times has evolved into meaning a “catastrophic event”, or even “the end of the world”
· Koine (Common) Greek definition (the Book of Revelation was written in Greek):
· A “revealing” or “unveiling”, a showing of something previously unknown
· The word “apokalypsis” appears dozens of times in the New Testament, with a clear meaning of its usage
· Some examples:
· 1 Corinthians 14:6
· 2 Thessalonians 1:7
· 1 Peter 1:7
· 1 Peter 4:13
· So, by the original Greek meaning, this Book could be called
· The Book of Revealing, or
· The Book of Unveiling

What is Revealed?

· Revelation 1:1-3
· “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this Prophecy”
· Revelation 10:9-11
· John is told he must prophesy again, after this moment
· Revelation 22:6-11
· The Angel was sent by, “The Lord, the God Who inspires the prophets”
· “Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in this scroll”
· The Angel calls John a “prophet”
· “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll”
· What is revealed?
· Jesus reveals, to John, prophecy
· The Book of Revelation is the revealing of prophecy

What is Prophecy?

· In the OT, nearly half of the Books are prophetic books, written by prophets. Every Book of the OT contains prophecy. Much of this prophecy is centered around the coming of the Messiah.
· In the NT, we find the fulfillment of prophecy, through the coming of the Messiah Jesus Christ.
· Revelation is the only Book of prophecy in the New Testament.
· Most dictionaries define “prophecy” as “a prediction of future events”
· Greek “propheteia”, Hebrew “nebuah”
· 2 Peter 1:19-21
· Prophecy is not the word of man
· Prophecy is spoken by God
· Prophecy is given to man by the Holy Spirit
· Romans 12:3-8
· Prophecy is a gift of Gracy by God
· Revelation 22:6
· Prophecy is inspired by God
· Prophecy is trustworthy and true
· Revelation 19:9-10
· It is the Spirit (of prophecy) who bears testimony to Jesus
· Revelation 1:1
· It is God gave Jesus His message through His Spirit
· In the Bible, prophecy is “a message from God”, and a “prophet” is the one who receives and communicates that message from God
· Note: in the Bible, prophecy is not always the foretelling of future events, it is also used as a revealing of current events unknown to the prophet, a “divine diagnosis of current events”
· Prophecy is The Word of God, spoken to the prophets, through His Spirit

What Prophecy is Revealed?

· The Sinful Conditions of the Seven Churches
· The Great Tribulation
· The Eternal Punishment of Satan and The Destruction of Sin
· The Day of Judgment
· The Millenium
· Christs’ Ultimate Triumph, A New Heaven, a New Earth and a New Jerusalem

Purpose

· Revelation 1:1
· Jesus clearly states He is revealing a message given Him from God
· This is a message about what must soon take place
· A purpose of Revelation is to reveal God’s prophecy to us
· Revelation 2, Revelation 3
· Another purpose is to rebuke the Churches, and to warn them about their sinful condition (warnings that can be applied to churches today)
· And yet another purpose is to share the promise God gives those who overcome. This is to encourage the Church to hold steadfast in their faith.
· Revelation 3:14-22
· The structure of each of the letters is similar
· First, a description of Christ
· Second, a commendation on something the Church is doing well
· Third, a rebuke and a warning
· Finally, words of encouragement. A promise to those who overcome
· The Church at Laodicea
· Receives no commendation, just rebuke
· Revelation 3:15-16
· The Church is lukewarm, and I will spit you out of my mouth
· Revelation 3:19-22
· Although Christ rebukes and disciplines those He loves, He always invites restoration, showing the rebuke is motivated by love, not rejection
· Revelation 1:3, Revelation 22:7
· Finally, it is a blessing given to the faithful followers of Christ
In fact, Revelation is the only Book of the Bible that states one is blessed simply by reading the words in this Book

Literary Style
· Revelation is considered one of the most difficult Book of the Bible to understand, as it is filled with:
· Symbolism
· Imagery
· Metaphor
· Simile
· Allusion
· Does the way Jesus spoke in His Parabolic Discourses explain why the words of Revelation can be so difficult to understand?
· Matthew 13, Mark4, Luke 8
· Parable – a story told to illustrate a spiritual lesson
· Matthew 13:10-17
· The eyes of the faithful will be open, the eyes of the unbeliever will remain closed
· Matthew 7:7-8
· Ask, Seek, Knock
· Similar to the parables of Jesus, the truths contained in Revelation are open to those faithful who read it, study it, and seek Godly truth (and closed to those who do not)

Who Wrote It
· Revelation 1:1-2
· The Revelation of Jesus Christ
· Which God gave Him
· To show His servants
· He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John
· Who testifies to everything he saw
· John testifies to…..the Word of God
· John testifies to…..the testimony of Jesus Christ
· The author of the Book is God, who revealed it to Jesus Christ, to reveal it to John, to reveal it to us
· God is the Author, but who “penned” it?
· The Book of Revelation is penned by a man named “John”, named four times in the Book and identified as:
· “His servant John”
· “John”
· “John”, “brother” of the seven Churches
· “John”, “companion” in the “suffering” of the Church
· “John”, “companion” in the “kingdom”
· “John”, “companion” in the “patient endurance that are ours in Jesus”
· “John”, who “was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus”
· “John”, who “is the one who heard and saw these things”
· Revelation 1:1-2
· God gave Jesus His revelation of things to come. Jesus made it known by sending His angel to “His servant John” who testifies to everything he saw
· Revelation 1:4
· “John” greets the seven Churches of Christ
· Revelation 1:9
· When writing to the seven Churches, John describes himself as:
· “Your brother”
· “Your companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus”
· “John”, who “was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus”
· Revelation 22:8
· “I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things”
· In Revelation, John never directly identifies exactly who he is, but most theologians and scholars agree that the author is John the Apostle, the same author as the Gospel of John and 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.

When Was it Written?
· We do not have a specific date for the writing of Revelation
· Some believe it was written between 54-68 AD
· This is the period of the reign and persecutions of the Roman Emperor Nero
· Some believe it was written between 69-79 AD
· This is the period of the reign and persecutions of the Roman Emperor Vespasian
· It is most commonly believed to have been written around 81-96 AD
· The is the period of the reign and persecution of the Roman Emperor Domitian
· Many theologians claim that the persecutions described in the Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 point to the persecutions of the reign of Nero and the early years of Vespasian’s reign, however:
· Early Christian writers generally point to the time of Domitian as the period of authorship
· The Greek Bishop Ireneaus (second century AD) states it was written “towards the end of Domitians reign)
· Christian Theologian Victorinus of Pettau (third century AD) states that John was condemned to the mines of Patmos by Ceasar Domitian and witnessed the Revelation during this time
· Christian historian Eusebius (third century AD) claims that John was unjustly sent to Patmos by Domitian, but upon his death his successor, Nerva, released him and John returned to Ephesus

Where Was it Written
· It was written on the Isle of Patmos, in the Aegean Sea
· Revelation 1:9
· John was on the Isle of Patmos
· Patmos is a small rocky Greek island (no more than 30 miles in circumference) in the Aegean Sea and is only mentioned the one time in scripture
· BECAUSE of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus
· During the life of Jesus, criminals and political prisoners were exiled to Patmos by Rome. Those sent there were free to do what they wished, had to survive on their own, and were guarded from leaving the island by Roman soldiers
· Many exiles died of starvation, exposure, and were murdered by other exiles. Tradition holds that John survived off food and supplies sent by his followers in Ephesus
· Is Patmos a place of significance? No. Is this significant? Yes!
· 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
· God chose the foolish things, the weak things, the lowly things, the despised things…..to keep us humble
· Patmos was a very insignificant place, filled with criminals who are foolish, lowly and despised. The fact the He chose Patmos to reveal to His revelation of the End Times in Patmos is extremely significant
· Patmos was (and is) an isolated island. John himself was isolated here. This is viewed as highly symbolic - John was isolated due to persecution. It is in physical, emotional and spiritual isolation that God chose to reveal His plan to John, and this Revelation would not remain isolated, demonstrating the power of God


